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Challenges for the national standardisation of geographical names in Japan

Okamoto, Kohei

5,000,000

1967 UNCSGN

Geographical names are closely linked to everﬁbody's daily life as well as
part of the cultural heritage. In the advanced information society, they are also an important
component for building up geographical information systems. This study examined current issues Japan
is facing on geographical names, such as discrepancies of names used in the media and those used in
textbooks, naming disputes at local authority mergers, and commercialisation of geographical names.
Some examples of systems of other countries with a national geographical names board is shown, and
finally some concrete recommendations, including an establishment of an inter-ministrial body that
deals comprehensively with geographical names issues, awareness raising of society on the functions
and importance of %eographical names, development of human resources, and active participation in
the international forum on geographical names.
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