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Socio-economic indicators of areas close to military bases: An empirical study
of Okinawa
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We use Census data to investigate the presence of military bases on the
prevalence of single motherhood in the area. The proportion of children raised by single mothers is
high in municipalities in Okinawa in which US bases are located. In 1990, the base towns had a much
higher proportion of single mothers than elsewhere. Single motherhood has increased everywhere, but
that increase has been larger in areas outside of the US base towns. As a result, the difference
between the US base towns and elsewhere has diminished.
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