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Domestic issue as large obstacle to transhoundary power trade rather than
diplomacy

Nakayama, Mikiyasu
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Many trade plans for electricity between countries have no prospects for
realization, and diplomatic issues between the countries concerned are generally interpreted as
barriers. However, this study revealed that the trade of electricity tends to face an impasse not
because of the "Diplomacy™ among the countries concerned but because of the "domestic issues™ within

the countries concerned. In Nepal, for example, the high construction costs of hydroelectric power
plants due to topographical conditions and a shortage of human resources proved obstacles. In
Tajikistan, the "donor coordination” that the country should take the lead in, does not work because
the civil servants and engineers in the country are powerless. In the State of Hawaii in the United
States, the opposition campaign by environmental groups is a bottleneck. In the Middle East,
economic benefits from electricity trade are not targeted as a country.
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