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Formation of Late-Modern Buraku, and the Structure of the Agreement: Buraku and
the Development of Military Cities
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Japanese have long considered Burakumin the residuum of Edo-era eta-hinin.
During modernization, however, some Buraku populations suddenly increased, while others drastically
decreased. Many disappeared. Several large urban Buraku were split into two or three and redeployed
to other districts. Some new Buraku appeared. These phenomena reveal that Japanese modernization
reconstructed and formed Buraku: a crucial realization for modern Japanese society.

This research analyzes new Buraku that appeared around the turn of the 20th century, amid the
formation of military cities. Additionally, it describes how non-Burakumin became Burakumin, and how
commoners fell under discrimination. As, under certain conditions, anyone could become Burakumin,

the Buraku issue is not for Burakumin only, but is a contemporary matter for all Japanese.
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