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The role of unculturable bacteria as sources of antibiotic resistance genes
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To isolate unculturable bacteria, we used the starved nutrient agar. Several
environmental samples were applied to isolate unculturable bacteria. In results, 103 types of
unculturable bacteria were isolated. Twenty-nine of the isolates were novel species. Some of these
29 strains were resistant to cephalosporins and tetracyclines. These result suggest that these
unculturable bacteria were reservoir of antibiotic resistance.
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