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Identification of critical factor to generate human colon from small intestine
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The aim of this study is to elucidate the mechanism of the transformation
from the stem cell in human small intestine to the stem cell in colon. We therefore collected biopsy
specimens from both small intestine and colon in a same patient. We then assessed the difference of
gene expression between small intestine and colon, resulting in the identification of a gene
specifically expressed only in colon.

Further analysis for the function of this gene might help to understand the mechanism of stem cell
fate to generate human colon.
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