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Roles of telocytes in the hypopharynx, esophagus and trachea
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Telocytes are characterized with having long telopods. These cells are
reportedly located in the subepithelial interstitium stroma adjacent to microvessels, nerves, and
secretary glands, and are suggested to control local environment via telopods. In this study, we
have used double transgenic mice and have shown that telocytes expressing Lgr5 are located in the
hypopharynx, esophagus and trachea, and revealed that the number of telocytes increase following

tissue injury.
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