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Descriptive study of family communication about genetic information in families
with their children

Nomaguchi, Chikaho
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In order to clarify aspects of family communication regarding genetic

information involving minor children, this study conducted interviews with women who have children
with hereditary breast and ovarian cancer syndrome (HBOC) and a questionnaire survey of parents of
girls with Turner syndrome. The results revealed that the self-acceptance of hereditary cancer was
the driving force for HBOC parents to pass on genetic information to their children. In Turner

syndrome, mothers talked about physical characteristics and treatment up to elementary school age,
while physicians talked about content related to health care in adulthood. Reproduction-related

information was discussed with the children less frequently than these topics, indicating that this
is an issue for support during the transition period.
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