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The purpose of this study is to clarify whether care that incorporates the
perspective that "terminal delirium™ is not a disease but part of the normal process of death (death
bed visions) can ease the pain of family members. The purpose of this study is to clarify the
following A pilot study in a single-center palliative care ward revealed that medical professionals
and family members were resistant to the idea of treating "delirium at the end of life" as a "death
bed visions™ phenomenon. However, a large-scale fact-finding survey (questionnaire survey) revealed
that care that incorporates the perspective that "terminal delirium” is not a disease but part of
the normal dying process is appropriate. The feasibility of a randomized trial may not be
§ggnif}ga8tly related to physicians® perceptions, and barriers to interventional trials need to be
identified.
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Palliative care physician Psychiatrist
N=396 N 391
age (mean (SD)) 53.8 (8.93) 48.2 (8.41)
sex
male (number (%)) 303(76.5) 305(79.0)
female (number (%)) 93(23.5) 81(21.0)
Year of Clinical experience (mean (SD)) 27.8 £ 9.24 22.1 + 8.4




Palliative care physician Psychiatrist

N=396 N 391
No. of % No. of %
agreement agreement
Hypoactive delirium at the end of life can be 381 96.0 376 96.4
considered as a part of natural dying process.
It is difficult to estimate reversibility of 312 78.6 341 87.4
hypoactive delirium at the end of life.
The diagnosis of terminal delirium requires a 290 78.8 238 61.0
new criterion which is different from
standardized ones (e.g., Diagnostic and
Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth
Edition)
Hallucination sometimes evoke peaceful 281 71.1 285 73.1
emotion to the patient (e.g., seeing deceased
relatives)
Hypoactive delirium at the end of life is 83 21.1 90 23.2

presumable as a psychiatric disorder

*Six-point Likert-type scale from 1 (strongly

disagree) to 6 (strongly agree)
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