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What effects do legislatures in semi-democracies have on political violence
in the country? In this research, we examined the effects of legislators® speeches on the
likelihoods of battles and violence against civilians using quantitative analyses. We selected
Philippines and Colombia as cases, conducted automated content analysis to classify their speeches
in plenary sessions, and conducted quantitative analyses to assess their impacts. The results of the

analyses suggest that legislators® speeches on a peace process increase the chance of battle
between the government and a extremist rebel group and that legislators® speeches on rebel violence
against civilians reduce the risk of such violence in future. We also conducted a survey experiment
in the Philippines, which showed that citizens expect their legislators to take certain actions in
response to an incident of violence in their electoral districts.
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