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In new democracies, non-state security actors, such as private security
companies, militia, and armed local vigilantes, continue to play traditional roles in maintaining
community security. Over the past few decades, however, community policing (CP) activities have been

introduced in some new democracies as an instrument to improve the safety and security of local
communities.

CP’ s unique participatory approach, which encourages collaboration between the police and
community members, is said to help enhance a number of police reform efforts. CP programs in these
countries have been technically and financially supported by the Western donors.

Based on such background, this project tries to answer the questions: to what extent and in what
way have CP initiatives been effective in achieving community security and conflict prevention? Do
the programs effect common results, or do they bring about outcomes unique to each country?
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