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Elucidation of pathogenic mechanism of chronic inflammation
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The dysbiosis of gut microbiota has been implicated in the ?athogenesis of
inflammatory bowel diseases; however, the underlying mechanisms have not yet been elucidated. Levels
of n-butyrate were significantly lower in stools of both CD and UC patients than in stools of
healthy subjects. The major n-butyrate producer was particularly underrepresented in CD patients,
but not in UC patients. The decrease in butyrate production in UC patients was attributed to
abnormal mucin utilisation that is one of the pathways for n-butyrate production.
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