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Regional Development Banks and Armed Conflicts
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The Inter-American Development Bank, the African Development Bank, the Asian

Development Bank, and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development started providing
financing for post-conflict reconstruction in recent years breaking with the past practice of
non-engagement in this field. Policies adopted by these regional development banks varied even
though there are fundamental similarities due to the close interaction with other multilateral
institutions such as the United Nations and the World Bank as well as among other regional
development banks. The most active regional development bank was the African Development Bank.
Explanatory variables include the number of violent conflicts within the member countries of the
Bank and the institutionalized consultation mechanism with the African Union which play a central
role in regional conflict resolution.
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