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The research captures the salient and emerging features of intra-Asian
international student mobility (ISM) through a case study of minority ethnic Korean-Chinese
(chaoxian-zu) students from the northern provinces of China. With degrees from universities in Korea

and Japan, competency in three Asian languages, tri-cultural understanding, and demonstrated
adaptability, chaoxian-zu students transcend national and cultural spaces in increasingly
transnational business and quotidian life environments across East Asia.

ISM within East Asia, promoted by the internationalization policies of states and institutions, is
primarily driven by aspirations of individual students and families. Such actor-driven character of
ISM in Asia exhibits a marked contrast with European ISM, which tends to be more formal and promoted
by top-down initiatives.
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