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WFZER R OMEEE (330) : In about 50 species of vertebrate—dispersal plants. the effect
of ground-dwelling ants on fruits and seeds after dropping was observed in forest of
temperate and tropic zone. The effect was strongly dependent on the morphological
characteristics in fruits and seeds. In mixed deciduous forest of central Japan,
small-sized fruits were frequently removed by ants after dropping on ground. In a few
species like Mallotus japonicus, it is suggested that the characteristics of fruits are
specialized to ant—dispersal. On the other hand, in tropical rainforest of Borneo, ants
frequently cleaned fruit pulps on large-sized fruits. Particularly, in plant group of
Myristicaceae, the difference of cleaning frequency among species was strongly related
with the frequency of infection of fungi to fruits
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