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Futabanthus asamigawaensis gen. et sp. nov. is based on a single fossil flower from the
Kamikitaba locality in the Asizawa Formation, Futaba Group (89 myr, early Coniacian; Late
Cretaceous), of northeastern Japan. The flower is small, pedicellate, bisexual, and actinomorphic.
The floral receptacle is flattended and disk shaped, with a hypogynous perianth consisting of a
small number of tepals, borne in at least two cycles, around the rim. The androecium comprises
~90-100 stamens that are curved toward the center of the flower. The gynoecium is composed of
~100-120 free carpels . The multipartite construction of the fossil flower, combined with the form
of the stamens, indicates a relationship to Annonaceae in the order Magnoliales. The fossil
currently provides the earliest record of the family and documents the presence of Annonaceae in
eastern Eurashia during the middle part of the Late Cretaceous.
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