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Reconstructing the history of new religions in Japan
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This research project is an attempt to update the study of the history of

new religions, which has reached a turning point, from all aspects - methods, materials and subjects
- with the goals of developing an archive of materials and forming an international network of
researchers.

Regarding the archive of materials, we have organized materials related to the Oomoto-kyo
and the Japanese Society for Psychic Studies , and have gone into more detailed
analysis of the contents of the materials, promoting the examination of various issues surrounding
the "new religion®, including the activities of local branches, the involvement of the intellectual
class in the "psychic” concept where scientific_and religious discourses merge, and the relationship
between religious movements and publishing activities.With regard to the researcher network, due to
the Cogona disaster, online meetings and other means were used to exchange views with overseas
researchers.
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HOSHINO Seiji

"Nakanishi Ushiro: His Biography and the History of Religions"” in the panel "Reconsidering the Role of Biography in the
Study of Modern Japanese Buddhism"

the 78th Annual Conference of the Japanese Association for Religious Studies (JARS), held at Teikyo University of Science
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