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The Tay Cultural Area encompasses the Northern parts of Thailand, Myanmar,
Laos, and the South-Western and Southern parts of Yunnan province, China. The scientific data
concerning the languages of this area has been very scarce, but our field research conducted by this
project succeeded in collecting many unknown languages existing in this area. We published the data
of 29 languages (24 of them are newly discoverd ones) during 5 years of our project. Using our
newly collected data about the Karen languages, we succeeded in proving that there existed three
proto tones in the unchecked syllable of this language group.
We became aware that there are two types of languages among the languages of this area, namely
initial-focused and ryme-focused, and that these two types of languages must be treated separately
for the study of historical phonology. By obtaining the data of more than 100 languaages, we are
prepared now for a "Language encyclopedia of the Tay Cultural Area".
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