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Wetland formation and vegetation changes after the Last Glacial period on the
Konsen plateau in eastern Hokkaido, Japan

FUJITA, Hiroko

13,400,000

This stud% focuses on the wetlands on the marine terraces of Konsen plateau
in eastern Hokkaido, to clarify the history of wetland formation and vegetation transition with
cgnsideration to the geomorphological development, peat accumulation, and the paleo-environmental
changes.
It became clear that in this area, when after the marine terraces were formed, the wetland
development began on the slight topographical depression on the terrace surface with favorable
hydrological conditions for peat accumulation after the Last Glacial Maximum. With climate change in
the early Middle Holocene, the peatland formation was continued in the wider area of this region.
The later changes in the environmental conditions accompanied vegetation transition and finally
reached the present wetland landscape. Through our study, we also discovered that the Habomai
Shitsugen in the eastern part of the Nemuro Peninsula is the only blanket-type peatland in the low
altitude areas of Japan.
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