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Japan is a democracy based on majority rule. In promoting reconstruction
under a democratic system, decisions will ultimately be made to reflect the wishes of the
non-affected population, while taking into consideration the minority of affected people. Not all
residents of the affected areas are victims of the disaster. There are a variety of opinions within
the affected municipalities, and some policy issues are supported by many residents of the affected
municipalities, while others, such as the discharge of * ALPS’ treated water to the sea, have
divided opinions. In this research project, we focused on public opinion in the affected areas and
found that there is diversity of opinion in the affected areas, and that this diversity influences

political decision-making.
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