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The primary purpose of this research is to describe patterns in
legislators’ speeches in conflict-ridden countries and analyze their determinants. For this
purpose, we compiled text data from Hansards in parliaments in the Philippines, Colombia and
Nigeria, and examined them with topic models and regression analyses. We also conducted field
research in the Philippines and Nigeria. The results of our analyses show that legislators in
conflict-ridden countries deliver speeches on topics such as civilian casualties and peace
processes, while not on military casualties in Colombia, for example. The results also suggest that
violent events in their constituencies and reelection motives are behind these speeches, although

their effects appear mediated by political institutions.
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