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The final product of this research project is the edited volume titled "
Decolonization and Regime Change in Asia: Historical Origins of Democracy and Dictatorship” (edited
by Yuko Kasuya, published by Hakusuisha, March 2022, 510 pages). This book consists of a theory
chapter, and 15 case study chapters that cover 17 countries in East, Southeast, and South Asia. The
book"s core question is: what explains the variation in regime types among Asian countries at the
wake of decolonization in the 1940s and 50s? Why did some countries became independent as
democracies, while other became various types of dictatorships--party rule, personalist rule,
monarchy, and oligarchy. The book"s adopts a framework that focuses on the institutions and
movements, namely, the strength of the self-government institutions and monarchy on the one hand,
and the orientation of the liberation movement pm the other.
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