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The 9/11 attacks by the Islamist radicals on the US cities in 2001 triggered
the global "war on terror" which remained to be the focus of world politics for two decades since
then, leading up to the withdrawal of US troops from Afghanistan in September 2021. Japan, whose
diplomatic and security policy is based on its alliance with the United States, has deepened its
involvement with the Middle East with the interest of stabilizing and strengthening relations with
the United States. This brought the Middle East affairs into the center of policy agenda of
diplomatic and security sectors of Japanese government and had "mainstreaming” effect, dramatically
raising the priority of Middle East-related issues high even in domestic as well as external
policies. Awarness of the political and diplomatic importance of "Islam™ as a major policy issue
increased. Also, Israel"s ability to effectively counter and co-opt elements of "Islam" has been
increasingly recognized at the end of the period.
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