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In this research, we distinguished nine specialized fields for Japanese
undergraduate education and explored the compulsory credit rate (ratio of the number of compulsory
credits to the number of required credits for graduation) and the determinants of the rate. As a
result, it was found that the overall average of compulsory credit rate was 35.2%, which ranged from

49.3% for music to 23.8% for social sciences. In addition, it was clarified that the difference in
the field of specialization strictly regulates the compulsory credit rate of the curriculum, and at
the same time, the influence of the student traits and educational resources remains even if the
difference is taken into consideration.
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