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This study aimed to elucidate the causal chain of developmental disability
characteristics and secondary emotional and behavioral problems from the perspective of dynamic
individual-environment interactions through a large cohort (longitudinal) study of approximately 10,
000 subjects from infants to junior high school students in a city with a population of 100,000
people over a 5-year period. Data from approximately 10,000 children each year for a total of 50,000

children over a five-year period were collected from infant and toddler health examinations (1.5-
and 3-year-old child health examinations), nursery schools and kindergartens (ratings by nursery
teachers and parents), and elementary and junior high schools (ratings by the child, by teachers,
and by parents%. The study clarified the mechanism of how maladaptive behaviors of children occur in

relation to their developmental characteristics and other factors.
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