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Osteomorphological study of Pleistocene human skeletal remains from
Shirahosaonetabaru cave site, Isigaki Island
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It was indicated that the skull morphology of Shiraho 4 has some similarity
with specimens from southern area such as Vietnam, but it is not necessarily similar to that of
Minatogawa 1 which is geographically more closely placed. It was also shown that the skulls of
Shiraho 2 and 3 are morphologically different from Shiraho 4, respectively. As for the dentition,
several characteristics were observed such as the premolars with multiple roots, and significantly
different levels of attrition seen between the upper and lower teeth of at least two individuals.
The latter indicates that these people might have used their dentition for the purpose other than
food preparation, such as some kind of tool. The existence of an individual with some systemic
illness was revealed through thorough investigation of postcranial parts. Further research is needed

to gather more information, including the etiology of this individual, to know about the actual way
of life of these paleolithic people.
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