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There are increasing more and more numbers of patients with chronic
inflammation-related organ fibrosis disorders including diabetic nephropathy, arteriolosclerosis,
age-related nephrosclerosis, and chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases. Control of systemic
fibrosis is also indispensable in realization of regenerative medicine. Moreover, treatment of organ

fibrosis is an important target for extension of healthy life expectancy of the people by
preventing deterioration of lifestyle-related diseases and rare intractable immune disorders. In
this study, we identified the key mechanisms of organ fibrosis by means of IL-26, a unique cytokine
in human, which have been overlooked in murine models. We obtained the promising results in
developing a novel antifibrotic agent against intractable organ fibrosis. Our results on a new
antifibrotic treatment also possibley provide a proper condition for organ regeneration such as iPS

cell-based regenerative therapy.
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