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This research focused on the paradox that authoritarian countries are more
enthusiastic about cracking down on corruption, and examined its impact on democratization. Taking
up seven Southeast Asian countries, we analyzed the politics surrounding the crackdown on corruption

from the perspectives of international development studies, economics, and comparative politics. As
a result, the impetus for the creation of the anti-corruption agency was (1) the instructions of
the colonial government, (2) democratization, and (3) the recommendation of the United Nations
Anti-Corruption Convention, and it depends on which of the factors led to the establishment of the
anti-corruption agency. It became clear that there are differences in authority, neutrality, and
independence of institutions. Even though they aBpear to have been created on the international
trend, there are many cases in which the ruling body actually aimed to strengthen the power base.
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