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The purpose of this study was to clarify changing expectations of "how a
book should look like™ in early European print culture. The appearance and physical characteristics
of the Bibles printed before 1545 were examined in detail. The results showed the various changes in

their physical characteristics and the different aspects of the printer®s skill and ingenuity
behind them. It became clear that printers were trying to meet readers® expectations for the "look"
of the Bible, while at the same time taking economic efficiency into account, and that some printers
emphasized this as a point of attraction. However, there were some differences between places of
printing, printers, and languages.
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