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The aim of this project is to conduct comprehensive studies on the actual
conditions and functions of Indian Buddhist monasteries through coordination among multiple research
teams based in differing methodologies and research fields. In conventional historical research on

Indian Buddhism, a common stance is that “ from the Gupta period onward, with the rise of tantric
Buddhism, Indian Buddhism experienced a decline.” To reconsider the decline of Indian Buddhism, we
focused on the monasteries that existed in various regions of India from the Gupta period onward.
The main conclusion is as follows: distinguishing between different aspects or levels is crucial
when discussing the decline of Indian Buddhism (although they are closely related). They are the
doctrinal aspect,” the “ secular and social aspect” ; the “ level of monastic institutions,” and
the “ level of individual Buddhists (including both monks and laymen).”
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