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The changes in patrilineal ideology, ancestor worship and memorial services
in East Asia where the birthrate is declining have been researched based on fieldwork, literature
research and questionnaire surveys with comparative perspective. The objects are Korea, Okinawa,
China/Taiwan (Han Chinese), which are patrilineal societies, and Japan, which has a patrilineal
tendency.

The pat¥ilineal orientation of East Asian societies has not yet been denied, and ancestor worship
and memorial services continue. In rituals and cherishment for the deceased at the family level,
there is a tendency to construct interrelationships among family members and close relatives using
the deceased as an intermediary, not just patrilineal relationships.

Changes in each society are deeply related to national policies, markets, and modernisation. In the
face of enormous changes in the family system, people are trying to respond to new situations based
on the sociocultural characteristics of their own societies.
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