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The objective of this study was to reexamine the relationship between humans
and animals in Central Asia from the dynamic viewpoint of historical ecology. Domestication is not
only limited to the beginning but also refers to the continuous utilization of meat, milk, hide,
fur, carrying capacity, and mobility of animals, leading to mutual cooperation between humans and
animals. The entirety of this interaction is referred to as “ historical ecology.” We elucidate the
reality of “ historical ecology” in Central Asia through anthropological, ecological, genetic, and
historical analyses.

In Central Asia, herders have lived with large livestock, such as horses and camels, which
dramatically changed history with their mobility. During the interaction between camels and humans,
the use of camels become necessary for the survival of humans, which in turn resulted in historical
changes. Currently, the camel farming overcoming food production and environmental problems has been

investigated.
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