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Roles of the Informal Actors in Reconstruction and/or Destruction of the State:
Case Studies of the Arab East

Aoyama, Hiroyuki
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The Middle East has reached a new stage that can be named as “ post-Islamic
State stage” . However, that doesn’ t mean that “ weak states” that have been breeding grounds for
the Islamic State and the authoritarian rule have been already disappeared from the said region.
Accordingly, the respective countries still have a rocky road ahead in addressing their
reconstruction and reintegration. Meanwhile, however, some of “ unofficial political actors” that
have been placing themselves outside the legal and institutional framework of their own countries
and helping weakening them are willing to complement functions of state instead of challenging them.
The purpose of this study was, while paying close attention to the activities of “ unofficial
political actors” in the Arab East at “ post-Islamic State stage” , to reveal under what kinds of
political and social conditions they assumed positive or negative roles in their effort to
reconstruct and reintegrate their own countries.
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