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This study is composed of two parts. In research on career paths, this
study constructs a database of provincial party secretaries and others, clarifying the sources of
talent supply by region and rank, and the overall and type-specific promotion patterns. At the same
time, by focusing on work experience, the study analyzes the selection criteria for political elites

and their governance capabilities. In research on power competition and factional politics, the
study analyzes both the formal operating system and the informal negotiation system of the party
executive with personnel authority. It reveals how factions engage in maneuvers and transactions
over power distribution, the characteristics of political factions in terms of scale and structure,
t(aﬂsp@rency, activity methods, and stability, as well as how the dynamics of factions have changed
with time.
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