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A Philosophical investigation concerning the attribution of responsibility on
the basis of the analysis of the concept of causation: In the light of problems

on causation by absence
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This project aims to clarify the problem of attribution of responsibilty by
applying philosophical theories of causation. This is motivated by our academic intention to focus
on such a trgedy that some ungrounded and unclear claims tend to be spread in the time of disasters
and pandemics to result in secondary harms, and investigate the tragetic issues by elucidating
causal structures of such secondary harms. Following the academic intention, we understood the
issues as being caused by a kind of negligence to confirm evidence or ground, that is to say, a kind

of "causation by absence™. In particular, we developed our arguments on the tragretic issues in
terms of referring to "the ethics of belief" that was originally discussed by a British philosopher,
W.K. Clifford in the 19th century.
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