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The overall aim of this project has been to highlight a so-far neglected
connection in the history of philosophy, since Kant®s scholastic predecessors are usually seen as
representatives of precisely the kind of dogmatic philosophy which Kant"s critical project was
supposed to overcome.

The research conducted in this project has revealed that there is a deep similarity in the approach
to human free will in Luis de Molina and Kant. Kant®"s core concept by means of which he tries to
establish the compatibility of human free will and natural causal determinism can be interpreted in
terms of Molina®"s famous conception of counterfactuals of freedom. Counterfactuals of freedom
indicate how a free agent would act in a fully specified possible situation, and an intelligible
character can be said to consist of the totality of all true counterfactuals about an individual

free will.
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Usually, rationalist philosophers such as Descartes, Spinoza and Leibniz or empiricists such
as Hume, as well as Rousseau and Moral Sense Theorists are considered to be the points of
reference for Kant's philosophy, while a minority of commentators has been looking at
German school philosophy as the crucial context. Sometimes, Kant's approach, especially,
with regard to specifics of his practical philosophy, such as his doctrine of the highest good,
is compared to Aristotle and the Stoics. Medieval and early modern philosophy, by contrast,
has not received much attention, especially when it comes to Scholasticism.

The purpose of this project has been to obtain a more convincing understanding of Kant’s
philosophy, even if this may sound rather ambitious. Such an understanding is of enormous
importance not only for providing a correct picture of one of the key representatives of
philosophy, but of history of philosophy altogether.

The project has been meant not only to provide clarity about issues of crucial importance for
Kant, which is indispensable for an account of his philosophy as a whole, but hopefully it also
yields an explanation as to why these central claims raise such problems for interpretation
and reconstruction. In short, it is shown that Kant is in a sense more alien and distant to us
than often thought. To be sure, this does not mean that we cannot use his thoughts for our
own philosophical efforts but doing so is far less straightforward and obvious than often
assumed.

Moreover, opening up a connection between Kant to an often neglected but important part of
the history of philosophy will be helpful for overcoming rather simplistic views about progress
in the history of philosophy.

The method employed is a combination of historiography of ideas on the one hand and
analytic strategies of elucidating the systematic structure of arguments and doctrines held
by Kant on the other. Classic topics have been addressed, such as the problem as to how the
argument for the thesis of the 3 antinomy is supposed to work, how Kant's seemingly
incompatible models of the relationship of things in themselves and appearances can be
reconciled, what the point is of Kant’s conjoining the good will with a formal principle of
morality and how his surprising claims regarding the certain attainment of the highest
political good can be rendered coherent.

The main results of this project can be summarized in more detail by looking at some of the
main publications produced in this framework.

My monograph in the Cambridge Element Series on Kant's Guarantee of Perpetual Peace
addresses three questions about Kant’s guarantee thesis by examining the so-called first
addendum of his Philosophical Sketch: how the guarantor powers interrelate, how there can
be a guarantee without undermining freedom and why there is a guarantee in the first place.
Kant’s conception of an interplay of human and divine rational agency encompassing nature
is crucial: on moral grounds, we are warranted to believe the “world author” knew that if he
were to bring about the world, the “supreme” good would come about too. Perpetual peace is
the condition that enables the supreme good to be realized in history.

In my review article of Rossi's (2019) new book I deal with his emphasis on the prominent
role of enlightened religion in the political project of establishing perpetual peace. My paper



discusses Rossi’s stance on the question as to whether Kant, in his later years, moved to an
immanentist conception of the highest good. Kant’s own position in this regard can arguably
be better described as comprehensive, according to which an immanent and a transcendent
conception of the highest good are upheld as realizable side by side. Rossi’s account looks
perfectly consistent with such a view. One of the reasons for such a comprehensive reading
is that “immanent” and “secular” do not coincide in Kant in the first place. Seen in this
comprehensive way, and while a version of the highest good ought to be realized immanently,
we cannot be certain that this will indeed happen. If it does indeed happen, the immortality
postulate, which Kant never abandoned, renders it rational to believe that the immanent
version of the highest good is merely a step towards its transcendent realization. Affinities of
Rossi’s approach to the suggestion that Kant subscribes to a political theology based on what
has been called “Molinism minimally defined” are also explored.

In my paper on "Free Will, Foreknowledge and Creation"”, | argue as follows: While Kant’s
position concerning human freedom and divine foreknowledge is perhaps the least Molinist
element of his multifaceted take on free will, Kant’s Molinism (minimally defined) is
undeniable when it comes to the threat ensuing from the idea of creation. In line with
incompatibilism and with careful qualifications in place, he ultimately suggests regarding
free agents as uncreated. Given the limitations of our rational insight, this assumption is
indispensable for granting that finite free agents can acquire their intelligible characters by
themselves. Nonetheless, Kant concedes that creation may, as a matter of fact, be compatible
with what for Molina is the pre-volitionality of the counterfactuals of freedom.

In a further, almost completed but so far not yet published manuscript | draw on Kant’s
account of the divine intellect for an interpretation of the distinction of things in themselves
and appearances ("Distinction") which can accommodate or reconcile Kant’s two seemingly
incompatible models of a metaphysical two-aspects-view anda two-objects-view.
Kant’s conception of the intellectus archetypus is shown to be surprisingly similar to that of
Aquinas and other scholastics who subscribe to the doctrine that divine cognition is idea-
based, albeit of course not in the technical sense of "ideas of reason" pertinent in Kant’s
oeuvre according to which ideas are concepts. The ‘old way of ideas’ is then identified as a
device for rendering coherent Kant’s twofold account of noumena in the Critique of Pure
Reasonand for providing a new and more comprehensive distinction of different type
of noumenal entities altogether. The thesis that there are more types of noumenal entities
than previously assumed is then identified as instrumental for the accommodating
interpretation of the distinction of things in themselves and appearances to succeed.

This so-far ignored type of noumena is a noumenon in the sense of a merely intentional object
to which the divine mind is directed and which represents noumena in a more conventional
sense, namely for example things in themselves as conceived of in a metaphysical two-aspects
view. It is this type of noumena in Kant which has not yet been properly acknowledged in the
literature so far.

I plan to follow up on this project by writing another monograph on this topic, with a
particular focus on Kant's Molinism. My aim will be to distinguish a core and a penumbra of
Kant's Molinism. The penumbra concerns Kant's doctrine of free will and its compatibility
with various forms of determinism, while the penumbra concerns three adjacent topics,
namely Kant's philosophy of history, his doctrine of radical evil and his doctrine of grace. |
belief that such an approach can really be illuminating and help us better understand some
of Kant's most famous but notoriously obscure core ideas. The second monograph is meant to
make the results of this research project more accessible to the general academic and perhaps
even non-academic audience. Moreover, | have been using the results achieved in this project
in my teaching, both at undergraduate and at graduate level. In fact, the constant interaction
and exchange with students has been vital for shaping most of the core ideas of this project.
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