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This stud% is a theological analysis of various specific war-related
discourses of church leaders (bishops, priests, theologians, and Catholic discourses) in the
Catholic Church in Japan, and examines the dynamics and mechanisms of spiritual mobilization at work
within the Catholic Church in Japan.This study changed its plan midway through, to a study
specifically surrounding discourses on the Second Sino-Japanese War.

First, I clarified that the Japanese Catholic Church was strongly influenced by the "theology of
war" that emerged in France and other countries in the 19th century, a view of war that affirmed war
as a "blessing" such as war bringing about a revival of faith.Next, | clarified that the Japanese
Catholic Church uses the Church®s "just war theory" to argue that this war is a war of self-defense
for Japan, as well as a just war because of its " anti-communism” to prevent the spread of communism

in East Asia.
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