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During the May-Fourth era, Chen Duxiu allowed the coexistence of Esperanto
and the national language, stating Chinese new literature should be written by such language as
majority of people can understand. After he lost his political position in August 1927, he devoted
himself to researching the problem of romanization of Chinese characters and produced a private
draft, "Draft of the Chinese Phonetic Alphabet. He bitterly criticized the May-Fourth literature
style for being overly "westernized". He also rejected the national language movement, saying that
it was not the living language of the people, and argued for the possibility of a "common language"
that would include various kinds of local dialects.
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