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Social affect and mechanisms of musical practice: an ethnographic study of Cuban
art music

Tanaka, Rieko
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This ethnographic study aimed to clarify the mechanisms of how social affect
is formed by acoustic practices. Specifically, the study focused on the contemporary Cuban acoustic
practices that drove the formation of a peculiar ideology - the acoustic experimental group GES,

founded in 1969, and the acoustic installations of today. In these practices, uncontrollable mental
and physical "vibrations" were observed, in which people®s individual and concrete mentalities were
linked by the creation of a certain "frame™ of time and space, while at the same time evoking and
diverging from the "beyond" of the flowing sound. This study presented this kind of mobility as part
of the social dynamics (=social affect) that are manifested as social change in contemporary Cuba.
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