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Basic research for music analysis of Tokiwazu-bushi
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A comparative analysis of the Tokiwazu-bushi, for which few scores have been
published, was carried out using audiovisual material such as ritualistic festive pieces and period
pieces with a clear dramatic character. The common framework and range of permitted expressions in

each performance were then clarified, and the expressive roles and effects in terms of musical
structure and lyrical content were identified.

In the final year, with a view to future research development, the audiovisual materials of
Yamambamono, a group of works common to the three Bungo schools (Tomimoto-bushi, Tokiwazu-bushi and
Kiyomoto-bushi), were comparatively analysed. As a result, changes in the lyrics of the three
schools became clear, as did the relationship between joruri and shamisen in the common lyrics,
leading to the development of this research method.
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