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This project used a cross-disciplinary approach to investigate how "the
iconography of Buddhist sutras™ 1s conveyed in images like paintings, statues, and zushi(small
shrines), particularly with regard to the genesis and realization of their "sacrality"(reisei). The
major achievements are as follows:

(DWe found the same iconographic patterns in the Illustrated scroll of Illnesses (Heian period) and
the Seikado-Bunko"s Illustrated Manuscript of the Lotus Sutra (Southern Song dynasty). (2)We
confirmed that the iconography in the Tokyo National Museum®s Zushi of the Aizen Myo-o(Ragaraja,
Kamakura period) was based on the theory in medieval Esoteric Buddhism that conflates the qualities
of Yama with those of Ragaraja. (3)We concluded that the first scene of the Freer Gallery of Art's
Miraculous Interventions of Jizo Bosatsu was organized around the theme of women®s sin and
salvation; we also concluded that the iconography of this scene is present in other paintings of the

Kamakura period.
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A journey to religious awakening: illnesses and pilgrimages depicted in medieval Buddhist paintings

Columbia University-Waseda University Symposium/Workshop in Japanese Literary and Visual Studies
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