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A Comprehensive Study of Sugito (Wooden Sliding Door) in Early Edo Period
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We researched on sugito-e and pull metal fittings of castle palaces,
temples, and halls of worship produced mainly in the Edo period, and the motifs and subjects of the
paintings on sugito and the design and techniques of the metal pulls fittings were traced and
studied. It was discovered that sugito were sold along with building materials for castles and
temples in New York and Boston. The sugito existed in the U.S. were produced after the mid-Edo
period and, based on their sizes and quality of their depictions, were sold from castles that had
been abandoned and were related to the Tokugawa family. An overview of sugito-e as a whole reveals
changes in subject and motifs as well as compositions and painting techniques between the early to
the middle and the late Edo periods.
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