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In the Edo and Meiji periods when Sino-Japanese cultural exchange had been
limited, literati artists from the Qing Dynasty China, who were so-called “ Raihaku-shinjin” in
Japanese, fascinated many Japanese literati to learn the brand-new trend of Chinese art. This
project was focused on their cultural exchanges through the research on the paintings and
calligraphies of “ Raihaku-shinjin” , so that it could reveal the aspects of their “ traveling”
from Nagasaki or Kobe, the port cities functioning as the gateways of Chinese culture, to Osaka or
Kyoto, the cities prospering as the hubs of international cultural exchanges via Okayama, Hiroshima,

the provincial cities in West Japan. The art of “ Raihaku-shinjin” such as Wang Yemei (1831-?) and
Hu Tiemei (1848-1899) who stayed in Osaka and Kyoto, and shuttled between cities of West Japan
during the Meiji period, were considered as the last impact from China in the art history of Japan.
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Reconstructing the Style of Literati Painting :

in the Early Meiji Period

the Paintings of Wang Yemei and Hu Tiemei, Chinese Artists Who Came to Japan
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