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I analyze on the basis of both extant collections and historical sources
the close bearings that the contemporary culture of books had on the formation of the lineages of
Sengoku daimyo. As a result, it has become clear that there was created by Sengoku daimyo a new
culture and new literary arts that might be described as the renaissance of the Fushimi and Osaka
periods, and which differed in character from the literary arts of the shugo daimyo who shared the
fate of the decline of the Muromachi shogunate. Behind this lay a political trend which, under the
system of a new ritsuryo state in the form of the system of warrior regents with the imperial court
at its apex, gave rise to an awareness among Sengoku daimyo that, together with military power, a
cultural education might also be useful for preserving their own status and made them actively
collect books and adopt the cultural accoutrements of traditional court nobles so as to help them
establish their family lineages.
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