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This study investigates the depiction of the "black elite” in American
literature from 1860 to the present to clarify the genealogy and socio-historical contexts of this
representation. In its origin, the term "black elite" referred to a group of African descent who
were among the first to be emancipated from slavery. Through their private fortunes, they ascended
to leadership roles in politics, academia, education, the church, and other institutions. This
research is distinctive in its exploration of the intricate racial dynamics within American society,

positing the black elite as a "third race" with a significant social role. Methodologically, the
study is segmented into six periods: 1) Civil War, 2) Reconstruction, 3) Great Migration, 4) World
War 11, 5) Civil Rights Movement, and 6) Contemporary. Analysis of literary works and archival
research were conducted concurrently across these periods.
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