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This project demonstrates that the interwar British middlebrow culture,
often dismissed by highbrow modernist writers and Cambridge academics as insignificant and
commercialist, is in fact a site where writers intellectually stimulate the new reading public and
question the social and political problems of Britain and the world. Among such important middlebrow

writers are Olivia Manning and W. Somerset Maugham.Their works, written while they traveled
extensively in Europe, the Balkan, and Egypt, criticized the provincialism of the British publishing
industry and British writers.
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