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Eco-Criticism and Intercultural Encounters: Anthropomorphic Representation in
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This intercultural project deals with anthropomorphic iconography in British
and Japanese illustrated books from the 1850s to the 1940s. Employing an eco-critical matrix of
interpretation, it explores - from social, cultural, aesthetic and children®s perspectives -
anthropomorphic images relating to the natural world. It is to succeed and develop the former
project that received Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research (C), 2015-2017. Special attention is paid
to the procedures whereby personified images are constructed and transformed in both British and
Japanese texts and illustrations. The cultural meanings concealed in personified images, as they
relate to ecological questions, are investigated principally from three points of view: the history
of the techniques of ﬁersonification; the processes of confrontation, fusion and symbiosis in the
co-habitation of the human and the natural; and the differences in attitudes to nature more

generally, to be found in Britain and Japan.
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