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The growing influence of crowds from the Victorian period to the early
twentieth century accentuated, in parallel with the enlarging circulation of newspapers and
magazines, the commercial aspects of the novel. By focusing on the situations of the contemporary
literary market, this research aimed to investigate how the expansion of crowds, the development of
journalism, and the commodification of the novel is reflected in the texts of Charles Dickens,
Charlotte Bronte, Elizabeth Gaskell, H. G. Wells, and Joseph Conrad. Consequently, a close
connection was discovered between the popularization of the novel’ s readership and the various
formal changes that have arisen in the fictional narrative leading to the early modernist period.
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The Secret Agent
Joseph, Marrisa,
Victorian Literary Businesses: The Management and Practices of the British Publishing Industry (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2019)

The Secret Agent

“The Secret Agent and Reading Crowds: Dynamite, Fragmentation, and
the Novel” The Conradian, vol. 48,no.1 2023



Masanori Ito 48.1
The Secret Agent and Reading Crowds: Dynamite, Fragmentation, and the Novel 2023
The Conradian
DOI
67.4
2020
71-86
DOI
28
2018
51-64
DOI
22
2019
43-56

DOl







