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What is an original? Problems of reproduction.
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Through analyses of doEpelganger and copy motifs in German literature since
the 19th century, this study reveals some of the historical changes in how the modern idea of
originality has been perceived in relation to reproduction. In addition to highlighting the
interrelationship between reproductions and originals, which are generally viewed as opposites, the
study also revealed that the desire for originality is deeply related to more fundamental issues
such as life and death, and memory and documentation.
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