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The Nazi past and memory landscapes in Berlin after the reunification

Yasukawa, Haruki

3,200,000

D 2)
1980

This project studied, how the past of the Nazism and that of the Holocaust
are symbolized and rearranged in the public space in Germany after the reunification. Especially, my
project aimed at analyzing on monuments, museums and public artworks created in Berlin after 1990.

Following two points were drawn considerable attention in my study: 1) chrono-topos of places of
remembrance and 2) historical, political and social context of these symbolical objects. In this
way, | analyzed how today’ s German citizens intend to share their own negative history socially,
and inherit it to the next generation. The results indicated that Germany’ s self-critical “ culture
of memory” intends to symbolize the Nazi past as a contrastive self-image, on one hand in order to
strengthen the liberal-democratic basis of the reunified society, and on the other hand so as to
integrate the Federal Republic deeper to the “ western community of shared values and interests”
called the EU.
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